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Images, gestures and ritual practices in the sanctuary of Aphrodite at 
Argos: Evidence from clay and lead votives 
 
ABSTRACT 
The sanctuary of Aphrodite at Argos was excavated from 1967 to 1974 by Francis 
Croissant. It was quickly identified as the one described by Pausanias (II, 20,8). Its 
location beyond the theatre provides an important reference point for Argive 
archaeology and the topography of the agora.  
Despite the paucity of architectural remains and monumental offerings, the 
sanctuary yielded numerous terracotta figurines and some metal objects. This 
material provides a wealth of information about Argive craftsmanship, but it also 
sheds light on the religious practices of visitors to the sanctuary, especially in the 
Archaic period. It is therefore interesting to examine the iconographic types, from 
the most common to the most original, and the votive assemblage, in order to 
understand what the ritual gestures and practices in the sanctuary may have been. 
Hopefully, this will give us a better idea of what the ancient Argives expected of this 
important deity in the city of Argos. 

 

The seminar takes place on Tuesday, April 29, 2025, at 17.00 (Athens),  
ONLINE ONLY via Zoom. 
 
To participate, please register at: 
https://www.sia.gr/en/events.php?eid=485#ParticipationForm  
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