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The largest known jadeite source in the Ae-

gean is located on the Cycladic island of 

Syros. During sampling, several flakes and 

preforms of considerable age were identi-

fied, demonstrating, for the first time, the 

presence of several knapping places around 

the large jadeite boulders on Syros. In or-

der to classify the specific trace elements 

from the source of Syros a series of investi-

gations has been initiated using radiospec-

trometry, XRD and ICP-analysis. 

 

In connection with the study of jadeitite axe 

assemblages in the Aegean and Anatolia 

several Neolithic and Early Bronze Age 

sites contain these rare objects, thus allow-

ing comparison between larger geological 

jadeite and archaeological artefacts. The 

results indicated that some axes originated 

from the jadeite sources in the Italian Alps, 

others from the local source on Syros and 

some unknown sources, thus revealing 

larger network towards the Western and 

Eastern Mediterranean region.  

 

Another ground breaking result was the 

discovery of jadeitite axes originating from 

Syros, found at the site Çukuriçi Höyük in 

Western Anatolia. The axes were found in 

layers dated by C14 analysis to 6500 cal BC, 

making them the earliest evidence of jade-

ite exploitation in The World, which was 

contemporary with some of the first pio-

neering farmers in Western Anatolia. 

https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=el&geocode=&q=%CE%9C%CE%B7%CF%84%CF%83%CE%B1%CE%AF%CF%89%CE%BD+9,+%CE%91%CE%B8%CE%AE%CE%BD%CE%B1,+%CE%95%CE%BB%CE%BB%CE%AC%CE%B4%CE%B1&aq=0&oq=%CE%9C%CE%B7%CF%84%CF%83%CE%B1%CE%AF%CF%89%CE%BD+9&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=57.379893,135.263672&vpsrc=0&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=%CE%9C%CE%B7%CF%84%CF%83%CE%B1%CE%AF%CF%89%CE%BD+9,+%CE%91%CE%B8%CE%AE%CE%BD%CE%B1,+%CE%9A%CE%B5%CE%BD%CF%84%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C%CF%82+%CE%A4%CE%BF%CE%BC%CE%AD%CE%B1%CF%82+%CE%91%CE%B8%CE%B7%CE%BD%CF%8E%CE%BD,+%CE%95%CE%BB%CE%BB%CE%AC%CE%B4%CE%B1&t=m&z=17

