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H opthia mapovoidlel o oAlotiky] Brooapyotoro-
YK TPOGEYYION TOV KOWOVIK®V JOCTACEDV TWV
HUKNVOIKAV TOQIKOV TPOKTIK®OV, UE 1dwitepn Ep-
Qoo™ oTn petoyeipton tov vekpod copatos. H pe-
Aétn Baoileton oty mepintwon g Bovvievng, evog
onpovtikov Yotepoelradikov (1400-1050 w.X.) ve-
KPOTOaQeiov BoAaU®TOV TAP®V otV Aydio.

To moAdmAoKo TaP1Kd TEAETOVPYIKO TG MUK Vo-
ikng meplddov yopoaktnpiletor amd mOALUTALG TO-
QEC, ETOVAYPNOTN TOV TAPOV, Kol TOIKIAK dEVTEPO-
yYevoLg petayeipiong tponyoduevev taeav. opd to
aLEAVOLEVO EVOLOPEPOV YL TIG KOWVMVIKEG O10.0TA-
OE1g TOV HUKNVAIKOV ToQK®OV €0ipov, oTig epun-
VELTIKEG TPOGEYYIGELS GLUVAVTIAUE GUYVA £VO XOGLLOL
petalld Bewpiog Kol gumelpK®V dedOUEVOV, EVO 1|
HEAETN TV 00TOV TOPaUEVEL dgvTEPEDOLGA. 26 €K
TOUTOV, 1 TOPIKY] TPOKTIKY OVOGVGTAVETAL LOVO O~
noomoacpatikd. [ToAAég drapopeTiéc mpaelg cuyva

OLLadOTTOLOHVTAL VIO TOV OPO «OELTEPOYEVNG OTOOE-
on», EVAO OTNV TPAYUATIKOTNTO 1) TOIKIAIKL TOVG 7L~
Bovdg avakAid mToAD JPOPETIKE 10E0AOYIKA Kivn-
tpa. To (o mepImAEKETAL OKOUO, TEPIGGOTEPO
e€autiag TOV EYYEVOV TOQOVOLK®OV TPOoPANUdT®mV
AOY® eTaviypNoNg TOV TAPM®V.

v opAia. vrootnpileTol TOG O WO YOVILOG
OpOUOG YlOL VO TTPOGEYYIGOVUE TNV TOAVTAOKOTNTA
TOV LOKNVOIKOV TOAAUTADV TAPOV EVOL HECH LIOG
«EK TOV £0M» KATOVONONG TNG Opdomng Kol epmelpiog
1660 TV {OVTavav (Tov TPoyLOTOToincay TV Ta-
1)) 060 Kal TV 010V Tov vekpov. To khedl Yo va
T0 TETOHYOVUE EIvOl U0 GLVOETIKY TPOGEYYIOT] TOV
ocvuemvel Bewpntikéc eEeMEelg pe ™ OlEmoTNHO-
vikn €£€T0oN TOMTICUIKAOV Kot BloAoyikdv dedopé-
vov, Bacel eEghMypévng pnebodoroyiag yio v avd-
Avon avopOYAELUEVOV OKEAETIKOV Kataloinmwy. Tao
avBpdmva 06T avTipeToTilovior g N KOpLo Iyn



TANPOPOPLOV Kot e&etdlovtal VLo éva dttd mpicplo:
®G LIOKEILEVO NG OKNG TOVS 0oTEOPLoYpOpiog o~
MG ko ¢ avtikeipevo g dpdong Kot umelpiog Tov
Loviov.

Ye avtd 10 mhaiclo, emAéyOnke okompo pOvo
pio mepintoon perétng, n Boovievn oty Ayaia, pe
oTOYO0 VO avVOGLG.TaOEL 1] TOPIKN HETAYEIpIoN OGO TO
dvvatov AemtopepEéotepa Kot va dtepevvn el moAla-
TA®G M OAANAETIOPAOT TOPIKNG TPAENS KOl UETO-
Barlopevav kowvovikadv cuvinkov. To TAnbog tov
avacKoQIK@V dedopévev arnd 1 Bovvievn kot 1
AEMTOUEPNG TOVG TEKUNPIOOT EMTPEMOVV VA EPEVL-
VIIGOVUE TIC TOPIKEG TPAKTIKEG UG KOWVOTN TG TOV
énoe oe o omd TIG MO EVOPEPOVGES TTEPLOYES
TOV HVKNVATKOD KOGHOV, Kot TN O1dpKelo Kol TG
avaktopwikne YEIIIA-B aAAd kol ¢ petavaxtopt-
kNg YEIII eprodov. Xtoyog eivan va epfabivovpe
o€: ) Koiplo {NTNpaTe TG GUYYPOVIIS MUK VAI-
KNG TAQIKNG £PEVVAC, OTMG AEMTOUEPELES TNG EMA-
vaypnong Tov Taeov, LopeN Kol TOIKIAIL TOPIK®OV
TPAEEV, 100y KOl GLYVOTNTO TAPIK®V EMELGO-
dlwv, mAnbvouaxn dnpoypaeikn chvbeon Kot Ko-
pumoleg BvnoodTToc, OpyaveOTIKG HoTifa TG TOPL-
KNG TOIKIAOHOPPIaG, Slo(pOPOTOiNcT ¢ TPOS TNV

Evtacn Kol TV opoTdTNTO OLOPOPETIKAV KOWV®OVL-
KOV oudd®v, OpopEég OTNV TOPIKY HETA)XEIpLON
Baoel KOWOVIKOV YOPOKTNPIGTIKOV (.. VA0, NAL-
kia), HETOPOAEC OTNV TPOCMOTMIKY KOU KOWVOVIKN
Bedpnon tov atopwv, Ku B) otig petafaiiopeves
KOWOVIKEG ouvOnkeg oty Ayadio, 10iog kotd ™
petafoticn YEIIT nepiodo.

H mapdiinin e&étaon dwoypovik®v peTaforidv
o€ ToEKA £01La Ko dNUOYPAPIKd dedoueEva POTICEL
™V aAANAETiOpaon HeETAED TPOTOL TOPNS Kol EVPV-
TEPOV KOWOVIK®OV cuvinkdv. [lpoceyyilovror emi-
ong kaipo {ntmuoto og mpog tig YEIID e€eAierg
omv Ayxdio, 6T o) TO EMIMESO TOMTIGUIKNG Kol
KOWMOVIKNG GLVEXELNG LETAED TV dVO TEPLOdmV, PB)
n mAnfucpokn avénon kot  mOavoTTe pETAVO-
GTEVTIKNG EGPONG OO TO TPAONV OVOKTOPIKO KE-
VIpQ, KOl Y) N avAadeEn Kol 0 XopaKTnpos pog (vé-
0aG;) Tomkng avatepns 1aéng. Ta amotedéopota dei-
LVOLV TG OKOUN Kol AETTES OLOLPOPOTOGELS GTNV
TOPIKN TPOKTIKT OVTITPOCOTEVOVV TPAEELS IE 1010~
TEPT KOWMVIKY onpaocio, ot onoieg cuvéBaiav ot
SUOPPMOT VEOV KOWOVIKOV GUVONKOV Katd TN
petopatikn mePiodo mov akolovOnce TV KATAP-
PEVLCT] TOV HUKNVATKAOV 0VOKTOP®V.

Opyavotikn Enutrpomn
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MYCENAEAN SEMINAR

Thursday, 25 November 2017

A Tale of Social Bioarchaeology: Human Bones,

Burial Practices and Social Dynamics in Mycenaean
Achaia — The Case of Voudeni

speaker:

Dr loanna Moutafi

Bioarchaeologist

Senior Researcher at the
H. M. Wiener Laboratory
for Archaeological Science

The 2nd meeting of the

Mycenaean Seminar will be at 19:00
at the Swedish Institute at Athens
(Mitsaion 9)

The lecture will be held in Greek

with a PowerPoint in English

This lecture presents a holistic bioarchaeological
approach to the social dimensions of Mycenaean
mortuary practice, with special reference to the
treatment of the dead body. The study is based on
the case of Voudeni, an important Late Helladic
(1400-1050 BC) chamber tomb cemetery in Achaea.

The complex funerary ritual of the Mycenaean
period is characterised by collective burials, tomb
re-use and variable secondary treatment of earlier
interments. Despite growing interest in the social
dimensions of Mycenaean mortuary practice, there
is still a gap between theory and empirical data,
while the study of human bones often remains sec-
ondary. As a result, funerary activities are only par-
tially reconstructed. A wide variety of specific acts
are often lumped under the term ‘secondary burial’,

while, in fact, they may reflect rather different ideo-
logical notions. The issue is further complicated due
to inherent taphonomic problems of collective
tombs.

In this study, it is argued that the most effective
way to address the complexity of Mycenaean collec-
tive burials is through an emic understanding of the
actions and experiences both of the living actors, the
mourners, and the dead themselves. The key is an
integrative approach that brings together abstract
theory with a multi-disciplinary study of both cul-
tural and biological data, based on the most up-to-
date methodology for the analysis of commingled
assemblages. Human bones are viewed as the pri-
mary strand of evidence and are examined through a
dual prism: both as subject of their own osteo-



biographies and as objects of the acts and experi-
ences of the living.

Under this scope, a single specific case-study,
Voudeni in Achaea, was selected, with the aim to
reconstruct the treatment of the dead to an unprece-
dented level of detail and explore the relationship
between changing social conditions and mortuary
practice at many different levels. The uniquely large
and well-documented body of bio-cultural data from
Voudeni offers the opportunity to look closely at the
mortuary practices of a community living in one of
the most interesting areas of the Mycenaean world,
both during the palatial LHIIIA-B and the transi-
tional post-palatial LHIIIC period. The aim is to
shed new light both on: a) various issues of current
Mycenaean mortuary research, such as: specifics of
tomb re-use; form and diversity of funerary prac-
tices; sequence and frequency of mortuary events;
demographic composition and mortality profiles;
organising principles in the diversity of mortuary

activities; differential inclusion and visibility be-
tween social groups; differential funerary treatment
based on different identities (e.g., sex/age); changes
in notions of personhood and social relationships;
and b) the changing social conditions in Achaea,
especially during the transitional LHIIIC period.

The contextual examination of temporal shifts in
burial customs and demographic data illuminates
how funerary change relates to the shifting social
conditions. Key questions about the LHIIIC social
developments in Achaea are addressed, including: a)
the extent of cultural and social continuity between
the two periods; b) population increase and the pos-
sibility of refugee influx from the palatial centres;
and c) the rise and character of a (new?) local elite.
The results demonstrate that even subtle changes in
the collective burial rites represent meaningful so-
cial acts, integral to the creation of transforming so-
cial conditions during the transitional period that
followed the collapse of the Mycenaean palaces.
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